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“Structures of distribution are determined by structures of production” (Ferguson 2015: 34). The past three 

decades have witnessed a shift in poverty and social policy and politics in the African content whereby 

production and investment in infrastructure and in productive assets, once the mainstay of development policy 

have been eclipsed to some extent by the new programs of distribution. These are cash transfer programs and 

grants of South Africa, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Morocco and Egypt. These programs have been well studied 

and critically evaluated. They have had an effect on poverty but have also effected the content and meaning of 

citizenship. Cash transfers, basic income payments and work guarantees are no longer simple technologies of 

poverty and misery alleviation. Indeed, in an edited collection by anthropologists on cash transfers (Olivier de 

Sardan & Piccoli 2018), the authors question the possibility of understanding or championing such tools of 

distribution in the absence of an understanding of context, history, power and the realms of possibility.  

The articulation of these large programs to the wider context has similarly been problematized by Devereux et 
al who have noted that externally-driven and/or funded social protection programs have little domestic 
traction. They are either perceived to be unnecessary, too generous or too miserly, too small if introduced as 
pilots and on the whole unsustainable or insignificant. They are yet another donor band-aid placed on a 
festering and deep wound (Devereux et al. 2010: 3).  

This track will invite researchers from the continent to reflect on the politics and implications of social 
protection to citizenship, identity, and national development trajectories. 
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